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Romans VIII. 32. 


„He that ſpared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how ſhall' he not with him 
* alſo freely give us All Things?“ 


1. H freely does God love the world! 
While we were yet ſinners, © Chriſt died 


for the ungodly.” While we were dead tn ſin, God 
ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 


all. And how freely with him does he give us all 
things! Verily, Free Grace 1s all in all! 

2. The Grace or Love of God, whence cometh 
our ſalvation, is free in all, and free for all. 

g. Firſt, It is free in all to whom it is given. 
It does not depend on any power or merit in man; 
no, not in any degree, neither. in whole, nor in 
part. It does not in any wiſe depend either on 
the good works or righteouineſs of the receiver: 
not on any thing he has done, or any thing he is. 
It does not depend on his endeavours. It does not 
depend on his good tempers, or good deſires, or 


1 urpoſes and intentions. For all theſe flow 


rom the free grace of God; they are the ſtreams 


only, not the fountain. They are the fruits of free 


grace, and not the root. They are not the cauſe, 
but the effects of it. Whatſoever good is in man, 
or is done by man, God is the author and doer of 


it. Thus is his grace free in all, that is, no way 


depending on any power, or merit in man: but on 
God alone, who freely gave us his own Son, and 
with him freely giveth us all things. 3 
4. But is it free for all, as well as in all? To 
this ſome have anſwered, © No:” It is free on] 
for © thoſe whom God hath ordained to life ; and 
they are but a little flock. The greater part of 
mankind God hath ordained to death ; and it is 
not free for them, Them God hateth ; and there- 
n fore 
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fore before they were born, decreed they ſhould 
die etervally. And this he abſolutely decreed ; 
becauſe lo was his good pleaſure ; becauſe it was 
his ſovereign will, Accordingly, they are born 
for this, To be deſtroyed, body and ſoul, in hell. 
And they grow up under the irrevocable curſe of 
God, without any poſſibility of redemption. For 
what grace God pives, he gives only for this, 
Jo increaſe, not to prevent, their damnation,” _ 
5. This is that decree of Predeſtination. But 
methinks I hear one ſay, This is not the Pre- 


deſtination which I hold. I hold only, The elettion 
of Grace. What I believe is no more than this, 
That God, before the foundation of the world, did 


elett a certain number of men, to be juſtified, 
ſanEtified and glorified, Now all theſe will be ſaved, 
and none elſe. For the reſt of mankind, God leaves 
to themſelves. So they, follow the imaginations of 
their own hearts, which are only evil continually, 
and waxing worle and worſe, are at length juſtly 
puniſhed with everlaſling deſtruftion.” 

6. Is this all the Predeſtination which you hold ? 
| Conſider. Perbaps this is not all. Do not you 
believe, God ordained them to this very thing?“ 
If ſo, you believe the whole decree; you hold 
Predeſtination in the full ſenſe, which has been 
above deſcribed. But it may be, you think you do 
not. Do not you then believe, that God hardens 
the hearts of them that periſh? Do not you be- 
lieve, He (literally) hardened Pharaoh's beart, 
and that for this end he raiſed him up of created 
bim?) Why this amounts to juſt the {ame thing. 
If you believe Pharaoh, or any one man upon 
earth, was created for this end, to be damned, you 


hold all that has been ſaid of Predeſtination. And 
there is no need you ſhould add, that God ſeconds 


his decree, which is ſuppoſed unchangeable and ir- 
reſiſtible, by hardening the hearts of thoſe veſſels 
of wrath, whom that decree had before fitted for 
de ſlruction. Keke : 
ER AE 5 7. Weil; 
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| FREE GRACE, 5 
7. Well; but it may be, you do not believe 
even this. You do not hold any decree of repro- 
bation. You do not think God decrees, any man 
to be damned, nor hardens, irreſiſtibly fits him tor 
damnation, You only ſay, God eternally de- 
creed, that all being dead in fin, he would ſay to 
ſome of the dry bones, Live, and to others he 
would not. That conſequently, theſe ſhould be 
made alive, and thoſe abide in death: theſe ſhould 
glorify God by their ſalvation, and thoſe by their 
deſtruction,” Eres . 
8. Is not this what you mean by he election of 
grace? It it be, I would aſk one or two queſtions. 
Are any who are not thus elected, ſaved? Or 
were any, from the foundation of the world? 
Is it poſſible any man ſhould be ſaved, unleſs-he 
be thus elected? If you ſay no, you are but where 
ou was. You are not got one hair's breadth far- 
ther. You fill believe that in conſequence of an 
unchangeable, irreſiſtible decree of God, the greater 
part of mankind abide in death, without any poſ- 
ſibility of redemption : inaſmuch as none can ſave 
them but God: and he will noi fave them, You 
believe he hath abſolutely decreed, not to ſave 
them: and what 1s this, but decreeing to damn 
them It is, in effe&, neither more nor leſs: it 
comes to the ſame thing. For if you are dead, 
and altogether unable to make yourſelf alive; then 
if God has abſolutely decreed, he will make only 
others alive and not you; he hath abſolutely de- 
creed your everlaſting death; you are abſolutel 
conligned to damnation. So then, though you 910 i 
ſoiter words than ſome, you mean the ſelf-ſame 
thing. And God's decree concerning the election 
of grace, according to your own account of it, 
amounts to neither more nor leſs, than what others 
call, © God's decree of reprobation.“ e 
9. Call it therefore by whatever name you pleaſe, 
66 Fiefion, Preterition, Predeſtination or Repro- 
bation,“ it comes in the end to the ſame thing. 
The ſenſe of all is plainly this, © By virtue of an 
Ag eternal, 
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eternal, unchangeable, irreſiſtible decree of God, 
one part of mankind are infallibly ſaved, and the 
reſt infallibly damned: It being impoſſible, that 
any of the former ſhould be damned, or that any 
of the latter ſhould be ſaved.” FO. 
10. But if this be fo, then is all preaching vain, 
It is needleſs to them that are elected. For they, 
| whether with preaching or without, will infallibly _ 
E-- be ſaved, Therefore the end of preaching, © To 
ſave ſouls” is void with regard to them. And it is 
uſeleſs to them that are not elected, for they can- 
not poſſibly be ſaved. They, whether with preach- 
ing or without, will infallibly be damned. The 
end of preaching is therefore void with regard to 
them likewiſe, ſo that in either caſe, our preaching 
is vain, as your hearing is allo vain. _ 
11. This then is a plain proof, that the doctrine 
of Predeſtination is not a doctrine of God becauſe 
it makes void the ordinance of God: and God is 1 
not divided againſt bimſelf. A ſecond is, that it q 
directly tends to deſtroy that holineſs, which is the 
end of all the ordinances of God. I do not ſay, 
None who hold it are holy. (For God is of ten- 
der mercy to thoſe who are unavoidably intangled 
in errors of any kind.) But that the doctrine it- 
ſelf, That every man is either eledted or not 
elefted from eternity, and that the one muſt in- 
evitably be ſaved, and the other inevitably damned,“ 
has a manifeſt tendency to deſtroy holineſs in gene- 
ral. For it wholly takes away thoſe firſt motives to 


— — — — T — 


follow after it, ſo frequently propoſed in Scripture, ; 
the hope of future reward and fear of pumiſhment, 1 


the hope of heaven and fear of hell. That 21 
| ſhall go away into everlaſling puniſhment, and thoſe | 
into kje eternal, is no motive to him to ſtruggle . 
life, who believes his lot is caſt already: It is not 
reaſonable for him ſo to do, if he thinks, he is un- 
alterably adjudged either to life or death. You will 
ſay, © But he knows not, whether it is life or ] 
death.” What then? This helps not the matter. 
For if a ſick man knows, that be myſt unavoidably 


die, 
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die, or unavoidably recover, though he knows not 
which, it is not reaſonable for him to take any 

hyſick at all. He might juſtly ſay, (and ſo I have 
Lars ſome {peak, both in bodily ſickneſs and in 
ſpiritual) If I am ordained to life, I ſhall live; 
if to death, I ſhall die. So I need not trouble my- 
ſelf about it.” So directly does this doctrine tend 


to ſhut the very gate of holineſs in general, to hinder 


unholy men from ever approaching thereto, or ſtriv- 
ing to enter in thereat. 5 
12. As directly does this doftrine tend to deſtroy 
ſeveral particular branches of holineſs. Such are 
meekneſs and love: love, I mean, of our enemies, 
of the evil and unthankful. I ſay not, that none 
who hold it, have meekneſs and love: (for as is the 
power of God, fo is his mercy.) But that it natu- 


rally tends to inſpire or increaſe, a ſharpneſs or 


eagerneſs of temper, which 1s quite contrary to the 
meeknels of Chrift : as then eſpecially appears, 
when they are oppoſed on this head. And it as na- 
turally inſpires contempt or coldneſs towards thoſe, 


5 


whom we ſuppoſe outcaſts from God, O, (but 


you ſay) I ſuppoſe no particular man a reprobate.“ 
You mean, you would not, if you could help it. 
You cannot heip ſometimes applying your general 
dottrine to particular perſons. The enemy of ſouls 
will apply it for you. You know how often he has 
done ſo. But you rejected the thought with abhor- 
Tence,” True; as ſoon as you could, But how did 


it ſour and ſharpen your ſpirit in the mean time? 


You well know, it was not the ſpirit of love, which 
you then felt towards that poor ſinner, whom you 


ſuppoſed or ſuſpetted, whether you would or no, 


to have been hated of God from eternity. 
13. Thirdly, This doctrine tends to. deſtroy the 
comfort of religion, the happineſs of chriſtianity : 
this is evident as to all. thoſe who believe themſelves 
to be reprobated, or who only ſuſpett or fear it. 
All the great and precious promiſes are loſt to them. 
They afford them no ray of comfort. © For they 


are not the elect of God. Therefore they have 


A 4 neither 


8 FREE GRACE. 


neither lot nor portion in them.” This is an effee- 
tual bar to their finding any comfort, or happineſs 
even 1n that religion, © whoſe ways were deſigned, 
to be ways of fleaſantneſs, and all her paths 
peace. 5 „ by | 
14. And as to you who believe yourſelves the 


elett of God, what is your happineſs? I hope, 


not a notion, a ſpeculative belief; a bare opinion 
of any kind: but a feeling poſſeſſion of God in 
your heart, wrought in you by the Holy Ghoſt; 
or, The witneſs of God's Spirit uith your ſpirit, that 
ou are a child of God. This, otherwiſe termed 
the full aſſurance of faith, is the true ground of a 


chriſtian's happineſs. And it does indeed imply, 


a full aſſurance, that all your paſt fins are forgiven, 
and that you are now a child of God. But it does 
not neceſſarily imply, a full aſſurance of our fu- 


ture perſeverance. I do not ſay, this is never 


joined to it: but that it is not neceſſarily implied 
therein; for many have the one, who have not the 
other. : „ 1 e 

15. Now this witneſs of the ſpirit, experience 


ſhews, to be much obſtructed by this doctrine: and 
not only in thoſe who believing themſelves repro- 


bated, by this belief thruſt it far from them : but 
even in them that have taſted of that good gift, 
who yet have ſoon loſt it again, and fallen back 
into doubts and fears and darkneſs, horrible dark- 


nes that might be elt. And I appeal to any of 


you who hold this doctrine, to ſay between God 
and your own hearts, whether you have not often 


a return of doubts and fears concerning your elec- 
tion or perſeverance? It you aſk, Who has not? 
IL anſwer, very few of thoſe that hold this doctrine. 


But mauy, very many of thoſe that hold it not, 


in all parts of the earth; many of thoſe who know 
and feel, they are in Chriſt to-day, and take no 
thought for the morrow; who abide in him by faith 


from hour to hour, or rather from moment to mo- 
ment; many of theſe have enjoyed the uninter- 


rupted witneſs of his ſpirit, the continual light of 


his 
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his countenance, from the moment wherein they 
firſt believed, for many months or years, to tlus 
day. | 

16. That aſſurance of faith, which theſe enjoy, 

excludes all doubt and fear. It excludes all kinds 
ok doubt and fear concerning their future perſe- 
verance: though it is not properly (as was ſaid 
before) an aſſurance of what is future; but on] 
of what zow is. And this needs not for its ſup- 
port, a ſpeculative belief, that whoever is once 
ordained to life, muſt live. But it is wrought from 
hour to hour, by the mighty power of God, by 
the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto them. And 
therefore that doctrine is not of God, becauſe it 
tends to obſtruct, if not deſtroy, this great work 
of the Holy Ghoſt, whence flows the chiet com- 
fort of religion, the happineſs of chriſtianity. 

17. Again, How uncomtortable a thought 1s this, 
that thouſands and millions of men, without any 
preceding offence or tault of theirs, were unchange- 
ably doomed to everlaſting burnings? How pecu- 
liarly uncomfortable muſt it be io thoſe who have 
put on Chriſt! To thoſe who being filled wich 
bowels of mercy, tenderneſs and compaſſion, could 
even wiſh themſelves accurſt for their brethren's 
ale. ; | 
7 18. Fourthly, This uncomfortable dodtrine di- 
rectly tends to deſtroy our zeal for good works, 
And this it does firſt, as it naturally tends to de- 
ſtroy our love to the greater part of mankind, 
namely, the evil and unthankful. For whatever 
leſſens our love, muſt ſo far leſſon our deſire to do 
them good. This it does, ſecondly, as it cuts off 
one of the ſtrongeſt motives to all acts of bodily 
mercy, ſuch as feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked, and the like, viz. the hope of ſaving their 
fouls from death. For what avails it to relieve 
their temporal wants, who are juſt dropping into 
eternal fire? “„ Well; but run and ſnatch them 
as brands out of the fire.” — Nay, this you ſuppoſe 
impoſſible. They were appointed thereunto, you 


As lay, 


throw the whole Chriſtian Revelation. 
which the wiſeſt of the modern unbelievers moſt 


10 FREE GRACE. 


ſay, from eternity, before they had done either 


good or evil. You believe it is the will of God 
they ſhould die. And who hath reſiſted his will? 


But you ſay, * you do not know, whether theſe are 


elected or not.” What then? If you know they 


are one or the other, that they are either elected, 


or not elected, all your labour is void and vain, 
In either caſe, your advice, reproof, or exhortation, 
is as needleſs and uſeleſs as our preaching. It is 
needleſs to them that are elected; for they will in- 
fallibly be ſaved without it. It is uſeleſs to them 


| that are not elected; for with, or, without it, they 


will infallibly be damned. Therefore you cannot, 
conſiftenily with your principles, take any pains 
about their ſalvation, Conſequently thoſe prin— 
ciples directly tend to deſtroy your zeal for good 


works: for all good works ; but particularly-for the 


greateſt of all, the ſaving of ſouls from death. 

19. But, fiftthly, This dottrine not only tends to 
deſtroy chriſtian holineſs, happineſs, and good works, 
but hath alſo a direct and manifeſt tendency to over- 

The point 


induſtriouſſy labour to prove, is, that the chriſtian 


' revelation is not neceſſary. They well know, could 
they once ſhew this, the concluſion would be too 


plain to be denied, It it be not neceſſary, it is not 
true.“ Now this fundamental point you give up. 
For ſuppoſing that eternal, unchangeable decree, 


one part of mankind muſt be ſaved, though the 


Chriſtian Revelation were not in being: and the 


other part of mankind muſt be damned, notwith- 


Randing that revelation. And what would an in- 
fidel defire more? . You allow him all he aſks, In 
making the golpel thus unneceſſary to all forts of 


men, 'you give up the whole chriſtian cauſe. O fell 


-UnotinGath! Publiſh it not in the fireets of Aſtelon! 
beſt the daughters of the uncircumciſed rejaice, left tie 
Sons of Unbehet triumph] 555 


20. And as this doctrine manifeſtly and direttly 
tends to overthrow the whole Chriſlian Revelation, 
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fo it does the ſame thing, by plain conſequence, in 
making that revelation contradict itſelf. For it is 
grounded on ſuch an interpretation of ſome texts 
(more or fewer it matters not) as flatly contradicts 
all the other texts, and indeed the whole ſcope and 
tenor of Scripture, For inſtance: the aſſertors of 
this doctrine, interpret that text of Scripture, © Ja- 
cob have I loved, but Eau have I hated,” as implying 
that God in a literal ſenſe hated E/au, and all the 
reprobated from eternity, Now what can poſhbly 
be a more flat contradiction than this, not only to 
the whole ſcope and tenor of Scripture, but alſo to 
all thoſe particular texts, which expreſsly declare, 
God is love?” Again, they infer from that text, 
« ] will have mercy on whom I will have mercy,” 
(Rom. ix. 15.) That God is love only to ſome men, 
viz. the elett, and that he hath mercy tor thoſe 
only : flatly contrary to which 1s the whole tenor of 
Scripture, as 18 that expreſs declaration in particu- 
lar, ** The Lord is loving unto EVERY man, and his 
mercy is over all his works” (Pſalm cxlv. 9.) Again 
they infer from that and the like texts, It. ig not 
of ham that willeth, neither of him that runneth, but 
of God that ſheweth mercy,” that he ſheweth mercy 
only to thoſe to whom he had reſpett from all eter- 
nity. Nay, but who repleth againſt God now ? 
You now contradict the whole oracles of God, 
which declare throughout, * God ts no reſpecter of 
perſons,” (Acts x..g4-) © There is no reſpect of per- 
ons wth hum.” eo r1.) Again from that text, 
* The children being not yet born, neither having 
done good or evil, that the purpoſe of God according 
to election, might ſtand, not of work, but of ham 
that calleth, It was ſaid unto her, (unto Rebecca) 
the elder ſhall ſerve the younger: you inter, that 
our being predeſtinated or elect, no way depeads.on: 
the fore knowledge of God; flaly contrary to: this. 
are all the Scriptures } and thole in particular, * elect 
according tothe foreknowl:dge of God,” (1 Pet.1.'s.) 
Mom he did ſorelnou, he alſo did predeſlinate.“ 
(Rom. viii. 29.) % (( CE © ads? 
= 21. And,, 
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21. And, The ſame Lord over all is rich in mer- 


cy to all that call upon him. (Rom. x. 12.) But 
you ſay, No, he is ſuch only to thoſe for whom 
'Chriſt died. And thoſe are not all, but only a 


few, whom God hath choſen out of the world; for he 


died not for all, but only for thole who were choſen 


in him before the foundation of the world.” (Eph. i. 
2.) Flatly contrary to your interpretation of theſe 


Scriptures alſo is the whole tenor of the New Teſ- 
tament; as are in particular thoſe texts, De/iroy 


not him with thy meat, for whom Chriſt died,” (Rom. 
xiv. 15.) A clear proof that Chriſt died, not only 


for thoſe that are ſaved, but allo for them that 


periſh, He is, The Saviour of the world,” John 
iv. 42.) He is, the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the /ins of the world,” (John i. 29.) He is the 
propitialion, not for our fins only, 2 alſo for the 
fins of the whole world,” (2 John ii. 1.) He, (the 
living God) 2s the Samour of men,” (1 Tim. iv. 
10.) © He gave himſelf a ranſom for all, (2 Tim. 


ii. 6.) © He taſted death for all men, (Heb. 


"3h. 4 


22, If you aſk, * Why then are not all men ſaved? 
The whole law and the teſtimony anſwer, firſt, 
not becauſe of any decree of God, not becauſe it 
is his pleaſure they ſhould die, For, © as I live 


ſaith the Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the death 


of him that dieth,” (Ezek. xvii. 32.) Whatever 
be the cauſe of their periſhing, it cannot be his 


vill, if the oracles of God are true; for they de- 


clare, © He is not willing that any ſhould periſh, but 
that all ſhould come to repentance.” (2 Pet. ii. 9.) He 
willeth that all men ſhould be ſaved. And they, 
ſecondly, declare, what is the cauſe why all men 
are not faved ; namely, that they will not be ſaved: 
ſo our Lord expreſsly, © They will not come unto 
me that they may have life,” (John v. 40.) The power 
of the Lord is preſent to heal them,” But they will 
not be healed. * They rged the council, the. 
merciful council of God againſt themſelves, as did 
their tif.necked fore-fathers. And therefore are 
| | they 
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| they without excuſe, becauſe God would ſave them, 
but they will not be ſaved: this is the condem- 
nation, How ofien would I have gathered you to- 
gether, and qe would not, (Matt. xxii. 97.) 

2g. Thus manifeſtly does this doctrine tend to 
overthrow the whole chriſtian revelation, by making 
it contraditt itſelf : by giving ſuch an interpretation 
of ſome texts, as flatly contradifts all the other 
texts; and indeed the whole ſcope and tenor of 
Scripture. An abundant proof that it is not of 
God: but neither is this all. For, ſeventhly, it is 
a doctrine full of blaſphemy ; of ſuch blaſphemy as 
I thould dread to mention, but that the honour of 
our gracious God, and the cauſe of his truth, will 
not ſuffer me to be ſilent. In the cauſe of God 

then, and from a ſincere concern for the glory of 
his great name, I will mention a few of the hor- 
rible blaſphemies, contained in this horrible doc. 
trine. But firſt, I muſt warn every one of you that 
bears, as ye will anſwer it at the great day, not to 
charge me (as ſome have done) with blaſpheming, 
becauſe I mention the blaſphemy of others. And 
the more you are grieved with them that do thus 
blaſpheme, ſee that ye confirm your love towards 
them the more, and that your heart's deſire, and 
continual prayer to God be, Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.“ 

24. This premiſed, let it be obſerved, that this 
doctrine repreſents our bleſſed Lord, Fe/ſus Chriſt 
the righteous, the only begotten Son of the Father, full 
of grace and truth, as an hypocrite, a deceiver of 
the people, a man void of common ſincerity, For it 
cannot be denied, that he every where ſpeaks, as if 
he was willing that all men ſhould be ſaved. There- 
fore to ſay ke was not willing that all men ſhould be 
ſaved, is to repreſent him as a mere hypocrite and 
diſſembler. It cannot be denied that the gracious 
words which came out of his mouth, are full of 
invitations to all finners. To ſay then, He did 
not zntend to fave all ſinners, is to repreſent him 
as a groſs deceiver of the people. You cannot 


deny, 
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deny, that he ſays, Come unto me all ye that are 
weary and heavy laden.” It then you fay he calls 
thoſe that cannot come, thoſe whom he knows 
to be unable to come, thoſe whom he can make 
able to come but will not, how 1s it poſſible to de- 
ſcribe greater inſincerity ? You repieſent him as 


mocking his helpleſs creatures, . by offering what 


he never intends to give. You deſcribe - him as 
ſaying one thing, and meaning another: as pre- 
tending the love which he had not. Him in who/z 


mouth was no guile, you make full of decent, 


void of common ſincerity : then eſpecially, when 


drawing nigh the city, He wept over it and ſaid, 


« 0 Feruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that hilleſft. the pro- 
. — 00 4 that are ſent unto thee ; 225 
often WOULD I have gathered thy children together — 
and YE WOULD NOT.” (n0idnou X&b Bu en ανν 
Now if you ſay, they would, but he would not, you 


repreſent him, (which who could hear?) as weeping 


crocodile's tears, weeping over the prey which him- 
ſelf had doomed to deſtruction. 

25. Such blaſphemy this, as one would think 
might make the ears of a Chriſtian to tingle. But 
there is yet more behind; for juſt as it honours 
the Son, ſo doth this doctrine honour the Father. 


It deſtroys all his attributes at once. It overturns: 


both his juſtice, mercy and truth. Yes, it repreſents 


the moſt holy God as worſe than the devil: as 


both more falſe, more cruel, and more unjuſt. 


More falſe, becauſe the devil, liar as he is, bath 
never ſaid, © He willeth all men to be Javed.” More 


unjuſt, becauſe the devil cannot, if he would, be 


guilty of ſuch injuſtice as you aſcribe to God, 


when you ſay, that God condemned millions of 


fouls to everlaſting fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels for continuing in fin, which for want. 
of that. grace fe will not give them, they cannot 


avoid: and more cruel, becauſe that unhappy 


| ſpirit ſecketh rſt and findeth none; ſo that his own 


reſtleſs miſery is a kind of temptation. to him to. 
tempt others. But God re/teth in his hryh and holy 
| lac : 
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place: ſo that to ſuppoſe him of his own mere 
motion, of his pure will and pleaſure, happy as he 
is, to doom his creatures whether they will or no, 
to endleſs miſery ; is to impute ſuch cruelty to him, 
as we cannot impute even to the great enemy of 


God and man. It is to repreſent the Moſt High God 


(he that hath ears to hear, Jet him hear!) as more 
cruel, falſe and unjuſt than the devil. 1 

26. This is the blaſphemy clearly contained in 
the horrible decree of predeſtination. And here J 
fix my foot. On this I join iſſue with every aſſer- 
tor of it. You repreſent God as. worſe than the 


devil; more falſe, more cruel, more unjuſt, * But 


1 ſay you will prove it by Scripture.“ Hold! 
W bat will you prove by Scripture ? That God is 
worſe than the devil? It cannot be. Whatever 
that Scripture proves, it never can prove this. 
Whatever its true meaning. Do you aſk, ** What 
is its true meaning then?” If I fay, I know 
not,” you have gained nothing. For there are 
many Scriptures, the true ſenſe whereof neither 


vou nor I ſhall know, till death is ſwallowed up in 


victory. But this I know, better it were to ſay, 
it had no ſenſe at all, than to ſay it had ſuch a 
ſenſe as this. It cannot mean, whatever it mean 


| beſides, that the God of truth is a liar, Let it 


mean what it will, it cannot mean that the judge 


ok all the world rs unjuſt, No Scripture can mean. 
that God is not love, or that his mercy is not over 
all his works: that is, whatever it prove beſide, no 


Scripture can prove Predeſtination. 
27. This is the blaſphemy for which (however 
I love the perſons who alert it) I abhor the doc- 
trine of Predeſtination; a dottrine upon the ſup. 
poſition of which, if one could poſſibly ſuppoſe it 
for a moment, (call it election, reprobation, or 
what you pleaſe, for all comes to the ſame thing) 
one might ſay to our adverſary the devil, Thou 
fool, why doſt thou roar about any longer? Thy 
lying in wait for ſouls is as needlels and. uſeleſs as 
our preaching. Heareſt thou not, that ood hath 
„„ taken 
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taken thy work out of thy hands? And that he 
doth it much more effectually? Thou, with all thy 
principalities and powers, can only ſo affault that 
we may reſiſt thee, But he can irreſiſtibly deſtroy 
both body and ſoul in hell? Thou canſt only in- 
tice. But his unchangeable decree, to leave thou- 
ſands of ſouls in death, compels them to continue 
in fin, till they drop into everlaſting burnings. 
'Thou tempteſt. He forceth us to be damned.- For 
we cannot reſiſt his will. Thou fool, why goeſt 
thou about any longer, ſeeking. whom thou mayeſt 
devour ? Heareſt thou not that God is the devour- 
ing lion, the deſtroyer of fouls, the murderer of 
men? Moloch cauſed only children to paſs through 
the fire; and that fire was ſoon quenched : or the 
corruptible body being conſumed, its torments was 
at an end. But God, thou art told, by his eternal 
decree, fixed before they had done good or evil, 
cauſes not only children of a [ban long, but the 
parents allo to paſs through the fire of hell: that 
fire whack never ſhall be quenched; and the body 
which is caſt thereinto, being now incortuptible 
and immortal, will be ever conſuming and never 
conſumed: but the /moke of their torment, becauſe 
it is God's good pleaſure, a/cendeth up for ever and 
| ever.” | | | | | i 

28. O how would the enemy of God and man 
rejoice to hear theſe things were ſo! How would 
he cry aloud and ſpare not! How would he lift 
up his voice and ſay, To your tents, O 1/rael } 
Flee from the face of this God, or ye ſhall utterly 
periſh, But whither will ye flee! Into heaven p 
He is there. Down to hell? He is there alſo. Ye 
cannot flee from an omnipreſent, almighty tyrant. 
And whether ye flee or ſtay, I call heaven his 
throne, and earth his footſtool, to witneſs againſt _ 
you, ye ſhall periſh, ye ſhall die eternally. Sing, 
O hell, and rejoice ye that are under the eath! 
For God, even the mighty God, hath ſpoken, 
and devoted to death thouſands of ſouls, from the 
_ ring of the ſun, unto the going down thereof, 
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Here, O death, is thy ſting! They ſhall not, can- 
not eſcape. For the mouth of the Lord hath ſpo- 
ken it. Here, O grave, is thy victory! Nations 
yet unborn, or ever they have done good or evil 
ate doomed never to ſee the light of life, but thou 
ſhalt gnaw upon them for ever and ever. Let all 
thoſe morning-ſtars ſing together, who fell with Lu- 
ciſer, ſon of the morning. Let all the ſons of hell 
ſhout for joy! For the decree is paſt, and who ſhall 
diſannul it?“ | | 
29. Yes, the decree is paſt. And ſo it was be- 
fore the foundation of the world. But what de- 
cree? Even this: © I will ſet before the fons of 
men, life and death, bleſſing and curling.” And the 
ſoul that chuſeth life ſhall live, as the ſoul that 
chuſeth death ſhall die.“ This decree, whereby 
* whom God did foreknow, he did predeſtinate,” 
was indeed trom everlaſting : this, whereby all who 
fuſfer Chriſt to make them alive, are, EleR, ac- 
_ cording to the fore-knowledge of God,” now ſtand- 
eth faſt, even as the moon, and as the faithful wit- 
neſs in heaven: and when heaven and earth {hall 
paſs away, yet this ſhall not paſs away, for it is as 
unchangeable and eternal, as the being of God that 
gave it. This decree yields the ſtrongeſt encourage- 
ment, to abound in all good works, and in all holi- 
neſs: and it is a well-ſpring of joy, of happineſs 
alſo, to our great and endleſs comfort. This is 
worthy of God, It is every way conſi ſtent with 
the perfections of his nature. It gives us the no- 
bleſt view both of his juſtice, mercy, and truth. 
To this agrees the whole ſcope of the chriſtian 
revelation, as well as all the parts thereof. To 
this Moſes and all the prophets bear witneſs, and 
our bleſſed Lord and all his apoſtles. Thus Mo/es, 
in the name of his Lord, * I call heaven and eaith 
to record againſt you this day, that I have let be- 
fore you life and death, bleſſing and curſing ; there- 
fore chuſe life that thou and thy ſeed may live.” 
Thus Ezeliel (to cite one prophet for all) © The 
ſoul that ſinneth it ſhall die: the ſon ſhall not bear 
5 | (eternally 
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_ feternally) the iniquity of the father, (xviii. 20.) 
The righteouſneſs of the righteous ſhall be upon 
him, and the wickedneſs of the wicked ſhall be upon 
him.” Thus our bleſſed Lord, If any man thirſt, 
let him come to me and drink,” John vu. g7. (Thus 
his great apoſtle St. Paul,) Acts xvii. go. God 
commandeth all men, every where, to repent.” All 
men, every where: every man in every place, 
without any exception, either of place or perſon. 
Thus St. James, If any of you lack wiſdom, let 
him aſk of God, who giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given him.“ 
{James 1. 5.) Thus St. Peter, (2 Pet. iii. 9.) The 
Lord is — not willing that any ſhould periſh, but 
that all ſhould come to repentance : ”” And thus St. 
Jon, © If any man fin, we have an advocate with 
the Father: —and he is the propitiation for our 
| fins: and not for ours only, but for the fins of the 
whole world,” (1 John ii. 1, 2.) 
go. O hear ye this, ye that forget God! ye can- 
not charge your death upon him. Have I any 
pleaſure at all, that the wicked ſhould die, ſaith the 
Lord God ? (Ezek. xviii. 23, &c.) Repent and turn 
from all your tranſgreſſions : ſo iniquity ſhall not be 
your ruin. Caſt away from you all your tranſgref- 
ions whereby ye have tranſgreſſed, — for why will 
e die, O houſe of Iſrael? For I have no pleaſure 
in the death of him that diech, ſaith the Lord God. 
Where fore turn yourſelves, and live ye.“ As I live 
ſaith the Lord God, I have no ee in the death 
of the wicked, — Turn ye, turn ye from your evi! 
ways: for why will ye die, O houle of Iſrael, 
Ezek, Axviii. 11.“ TIE 
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NIVERSAL REDEMPTION. 


EAR, Holy, Holy, Holy, Loan. 
Father of all mankind, 


Spirit of love, eternal word, 


In 


myſtic union join'd. 


Hear, and infpire my ſtammering tongue, 
(Exalt my abject thought) 

Speak from my mouth a ſacred ſong, 
Who ſpak'ſt the world from nought, 


2 Thy darling attribute 1 praiſe 


Which all alike mav prove, 

The glory of thy boundleſs grace, 
Thy univerfal love. 

- Morey I ing, ranſporting ſound ; 
The joy of earth and heaven, 

Mercy by every nner found. 
Who takes what Go hath given, 


g Mercy for all thy hands have made, 


Immenſe, and unconfin'd, 
Throughout thy every work diſplay d, 
_ Embracing all mankind. 
Thine eye ſurvey'd the fallen race 

When ſunk in fin they ley, 
Their miſery call'd for all thy grace 

But juſtice pp d the way. 


4 Mercy the fatal bar remov 'd, 


Thy only SoN 1t gave, 


| To ſave a world ſo dearly lov/d, 


A ſinful world to ſave. 


For 


every men he taſted death 


He ſuffer'd once for all, 


He 


And all may hear the call. 


calis as many ſouls as breathe, 


5 A power 


0 


5 A power to chuſe, a will to' obey, 

Freely his grace reſtores; 

We all may find the living way, 

And call the SAVIOUR ours. 

Whom his eternal mind forekner, 
That they the power would ule, 

Aſcribe to GoD the glory due, 
And not his grace refuſe; ; 


6 Them, only them, his will FART 

Them did he chuſe alone, 

Ordain'd in J Es v's Reps to tread, 
And to be like his So. 

Them, the ele, conſenting few, 
Who yield to proffer'd love, 

Fu 1/iified here, he forms anew, 
And glorifies above. 


| 9 For as in Adam all have dy'd 
| Ss all in CHRIST may live, 
May (for the world is juſtified) 
His righteouſneſs receive. 
Whoe'er to Gop for pardon fly. 
In CHRIST may be forgiven, 
He ſpeaks to all, Why will ye die, 
And not accept my heaven? 


5 No! In the Jeath of him that dies, 

(Gop by his life hath ſworn) 

He is not pleas'd : but ever cries, 
Turn, O ye ſinners, turn. 

He would that all his truths ſhould ow n. 

His goſpel all embrace, 

Be juſtified by faith alone, 
And freely ſav'd by grace, 


9 And ſhall I, LoR D, confine thy love, 
As not to others free ? 
And may not every ſinner prove, 


The grace that found out me? 
Doubtleſs 


A _ == 


(EN 


Doubtleſs throogh one eternal now, 
Thou ever art the ſame, | 
The Univerſal Saviour, Thou, 

And Jesus! is thy Name. 


10 Ho! every one that thirſteth, come! 

Chuſe life; obey the word; 

Open your hearts to make him room, 
And banquet with your LoRD. 

When GoD invites, ſhall man repel ? 
Shall man the' exception make ? 

Come, freely come, WHOEVER WILL, 
And living water take! | 


11 Thou bid' ſt; and would'ſt thou bid us chuſe, 
When purpos'd not to ſave? _ 
Command us all a power to ule, 

Thy mercy never gave? 

Thou can'ſt not mock the ſons of men, 
Invite us to draw nigh, 

Offer thy grace to all, and then, 
Thy grace to moſt deny! CE. 


12 Horror to think that Gon i is hate! 

Fury in GoD can dwell, 

Gp could an helpleſs world create, | 
To thruſt them into hell! 

Doom them an endleſs death to die, 
From which they could not flee, 

No, LORD! thine inmoſt bowels cry, 
Againſt the dire decree ! 


12 Believe who will that human pain, 
3 
Pleaſing to Gop can prove? 
Let Moloch feaſt him with the ſlain, 
Our Go p, we know, is love. 
Lok p, if indeed without a bound, 
Infinite love Thou art, 
The HORRIBLE DECREE confound, 
Enlarge thy people's heart! 


14 Ab! 


( 2» ) 


14 Ah! Who is as thy ſervants blind, 
So to misjudge their Gop! 
Scatter the darkneſs of their mind, 
And ſhed thy love abroad. 
Give them conceptions, worthy thee, 
Give them in J Es u's face, 
| Thy merciful deſign to fee, 
4 Thy all- redeeming grace. 


15 Stir up thy ſtrength, and help us Loxy, 

The Preachers multiply, 
Send forth thy light, and give the word, 

And let the ſhadows fly. | 

| Oh! if thy Spirit ſend forth me, 

| 'The meaneli of the throng, 

1 I'll fing thy grace divinely free, 

And teach mankind the ſong. 


16 Grace will I ſing, thro' Jesv's Name, 
On all mankind beſtow'd ; 
The everlaſting truth proclaim, 
And ſeal that truth with blood. 
Come then, thou all embracing love, 
Our frozen boſom warm ; 
Dilating fire within us move, 
Wich truth and meekneſs arm. 


| 87 Let us triumphantly ride on, 
| | And more than conquerors prove, 
| Mightily bear the oppoſers down, 
And bind wich cords of love. 
Shine in our hearts, FATHER of light, 
Jv, thy beams impart, Wn. 
| Spirit of Truth our minds unite, 
| And keep us one in heart. 


| 1 18 Then, 


* 
18 Then, only then our eyes ſhall ſee 
| Thy promis'd kingdom come; 
And every heart by grace ſet free, 
Shall make the SAVIOUR room. 
Thee, every tongue ſhall then confeſe, 
And every knee ſhall bow, 


Come quickly, Lon p, we wait thy grace, 
We long to meet Thee now. 


HYMN II. 
9 4% earth and heaven agree, 


Angels and men be join'd, 
To pe, with me 
The Saviour of mankind ; 
To' adore the all-atoning Lamb, 
And bleſs the ſound of Teſu's Name, 


2 Jeſus, tranſporting ſound! 
The joy of earth and heaven! 
No other help is found, 
No other name is given, 
By which we can ſalvation have! 
But Jeſus came the world to ſave. 


3 Jeſus, harmonious Name! 
5 It charms the hoſts above! 
They evermore proclaim, 
And wonder at his love! 
'Tis all their happineſs to gaze ; 
Tiis heaven to ſee our ] Es u's face. 


14 His name the ſinner hears, 
And is from fin ſet free; 
Tis muſic in his ears, 
Tis life and victory; 
New ſongs do now his lips employ, 
And dances his glad heart for Joy. 


5 Stung by the ſcorpion ſin, 
My poor expiring ſoul 
The balmy ſoul drinks in, 
And 1s at once made whole ; 
See there! my LORD upon the tree! 
I hear, I feel he died MM - 
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6 For me and all mankind. © © "SW 
The Lamb of Gop was ſlain HOY 
Lamb his life reſign'd 
For every ſoul of man: 
Loving to all, he none paſs'd by, 
He would not have one ſinner die. 


. 
.3 


9 O unexampled love; 
O all-redeeming grace! 
How ſwiftly doſt thou move 
To fave a fallen race! 
What ſhall I do to make it known, a 
What thou for all mankind haſt done? 


8 For this alone I breathe, 
To ſpread the goſpel-ſound, 
Glad tidings of thy death 
To all the nations round: ; 
Who all may feel thy blood applied, 
Since all are freely juſtified. 


9 O fora trumpet- voice, 
On all the world to call! 
To bid their hearts rejoice 
In him who died for all. 
For all my LoRD was crucified; 
Por all, for all my Saviour died! 


10 Jo ſerve thy bleſſed will, 

| Thy dying love to praiſe, 
Thy counſel to fulfil, . 
And miniſter thy grace; 

Freely what I receive to give, 

The life of heaven on earth I live, 


THE END. 
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